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Kwajalein My 28 (AF), Shrewd Marshall Island leaders believe their
protest to the United Hations against American hydrogen bomb experiements
put a whip in their hand and they don't intend te lay it down. Their pecple-
are scared. The natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls were endangered by
the March 1 hydrogen bomb blast and many wre injured, Hatives of Bilini
and Eniwetok were uprooted from their home Atolls in 1946-4,7 and have little
hopes of regaining them, I talked to the Marshallese who drafted the protest
which went direct te the United Nations. They recognize that it might give
Russia soms political ammnition in the June session of the United Nationms,
that it might hurt close Amsrican friends in the Trust Territery, Civil
ddministration of the Island chain, = They say they will not budge from their
stand as stated in their petition. Overtures already have been made through
High Commissioner Frank Midiiff to the Marshallese. In a quick trip here
last week Midkdff suggested that they ‘und word to United Nations delegate
Henry Cabot Ledge Junilor that “we are sure everything is being dome that is
necessary for our welfare,” '

"Fluent, English speaking Dwight Heine, Superintendent of Mershall Islan¢
intermediary schools and leader of the petition, told me: 'some people think
we are naive children of the tropics., We are not as naive as they think., We
will send Ambassador Lodge a reply. It will be palite but we will not send
anything like has been suggested to us.' There is no doubt —— among Marshalle
or Americans on the scens — that the United States Govermnment has gone allout
to help the 82 natives from Rongelap and the 154 from Utirik., They have had
the finest medical cares. They have been adequately fed and sheltered. They
have been compensated for lost £mxp Copra crops. Utiriks 154 inhabitants left
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today for their home Atoll, They tock with them from Kwajalein 100 tons
of bounty., Rongelap people will not be able to return to their hames for
a year. HNearly every ens in this village suffered injury from the fallout
from the Hydrogen bomb cloud. Almost all have recovered. They will be
removed in early June to Ejit in the Majure Atoll.

Bjit is a 14 acre lush Island,- On it the ARC is building a complete
village. The United States will provide for them througheut their stay there.

But John Anjun, 30 year old Magistrate and leader of Rongelap, said in ar
interview:

. 'Wbeople don't feel good about not golng home., We fear we may have fate
of Bikini,* |

The Bildnjans, Heine said, "were given a raw deal."

A lagoon people, the 200 Bikinians were bounced from island to island
until finally put on isolated Kili~ean island which many months of the year
is inaccessible because of heaxy surf,

Heine and several Americzus in the trust territory said the Bikinians
are not happy as they feel liks they have been put in jail,

The petition was signsed by the Holdover Committee ef the Marsball Island
Congress. The 11 man committee 1s empowered to act far the Congress in betwee
sessions, It is made up of 6 fram the Assembly and 5 from the House of Irou]
(Lords). |

Heine, Member and spokesman for the Cemmittee, steadfastly deanies that ar

American knew er took part in drafting the petition to the United Nations.
He said: "We spent a mmmgk month working on it. We purpesely did not let

more
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Mister Neas (Acting District Administrator Maymard Neas) or others (in the
Trust Territery) know about it. We were afraid they would get in trouble.®
The petition was finished and ready for mailing April 20 but Heine said
he waited until April 22, the day mm a plane was due, to drop it in the
mailbax, He said he planned te register it bui arrived at the Post Office
too late.
Postmistress Irene Records did not recall ths leiter but said she
remembered that Heine had been in and lnquired about registering a letter.
Heine sald he also sent a copy of the petition with a letter to the
“editor of the Washington Post.® The letter said in part: "You may be
interested to know that yours is the only publication to which we are sendin
such & copy. We have chosen you simply because we understand your paper to
be a fair and reliable one of national standing.®
There was 1 other Marshallese petition leave the Island. Ii was
circulated by school children and sent to Midkiff. The language was much
milder than the one sent to the United Hations. 8tudents and all Marshalles
and American teschers signed it.
The latter part of March a doctor arrived at Majuro and told Neas they
} would have to get about 100 blood samples from Marshallese to use as a yargd-
| stick in treatment of the injured natives. o
Neas said the official had no intention of giving the natives an
/ / explanastion. Be protested to the official. | . W
The medical group arrived April 5, met with the natives ‘o zive them an

explanation NEAS requested and the next day the semples were obtained.



Three days before the medical group arrived, Neas a weekly staff meeting
with department heads and Wese leaders. The question arcse about sending '
a petition to the high commissioner signed by both Trust Territory employees and
Marshallese,

Neas said he thought this was improper, but told the Americans if they wanted
they should write individual letters to Midkiff. He continued:

"I, for one, did. I wrote to the high commissicner and noted the feeling of
the pecple (about the H-bomb). For instance 1 Marshallese said at the meetmg '
'"What are you Americans trying to do. Open up the gates of Hell'. I could tell
that there was resentment and fear.”

Heine was on a Trust Territory ship st Kwajalein the day of the hydrogen
explosion. He said: _

"je saw the flash first. It shook the ship., Water around the ship seemed
to shake., There were several explosions that went wham wham.”

The seme day the ship pulled out and arrived the next day st Uterik,

"We were met by many canoces," Heine added. "The first question they asked
wvas 'Is there war on.!

"The people said they saw something like flames or shooting stars but too low
o be shooting stars. They said children cried and hid in the brush,"”

Hein said that on the way back to Najuro he began working on the idea of a
protest. ‘He did not learn until his arrival at Majuro that the 2 atolls had been
contaminated. |

Heine and other members of the Holdover Committee began work immediately.

On April 5 Neas met with the Marshallese to discuss & copra tax. After he had
left, Heine said, he told the Marshallese to remain and they finalized plans for

the petition.
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‘We are a small people -- only 11,000 of UI;" he s&td. “and the only way to
get people to pay attention is when we call loud."”

"We felt the American people were bound to hear about it (the petition). We
bave faith they (Americans) will 4o saomething about it." : .

Last year the United States sent 2 Marshallese to the United Nations.

This year, Heine said, the Btete Department said there were no funds for such a
trip.

He commented:

"It is our desire to have a representative there. It would be advantageous
to the United States especially if Russia accuses America of using our people like
guinea pigs for experiments. Who could say it isn't so. After all we are an ally

.and not an enemy. But apparently they think these naive people might cause
embarrassment."

Last year Mrs. Dorothy Ksbua, & queen in the Majuro Atoll, and her son,

Amata Kabua, went to the United Raticns. The son presently is attending Maunse Ioa
College on Maui Territory Hawaii.

Mrs. Kabua was present with Heine during the inserview. Others were Atlan
Anien, speaker of the Assembly, and Kabua Kabua, president of the House of Irouj
(Lords).

The Marshallese are practical people. They recognize that the nuclear tests
might bave to contimue. If this is the case, sald Eeine, “"our petition outlines

satisfactory alternatives,."
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Majuro, Marshall Islands, Mey 29 (AP) - Two Marshallese schocl
teachers were the chief drafters of a petition to the UN complaining
The pair, Dwight

-s-"

about hydrogen bamb experiments in their homeland.
Heine and Atlan Anien, emphaticelly deny any Americen knowingly assisted

"Some did help but they did not kmow it," Heine said in en inter-

"We asked meny questions of Americans. We asked who one would

view.
write to and how it would be addressed but we did not tell them what we
We also read UN pamphlets and saw how petitions appear-

Heine said two Americans saw an early draft
He said one, Keith Smith,

them,

were going to do.

ing in then were worded."
‘ﬁ} of the petition but it carried no heading.
% American manager for Marshallese Trading Company, said "Who wrote it?
"It taxed me and Atlan to write it," Heine
We would meet with

gl..d,
S It is beautifully written.
"We worked every day for nearly a month.
Then we would meke a rough

continued.,
other lfarshallese and put down their ideas.
So I looked through

"I thought we had too many dangers in it.
I also found word circumvent as

i

-
the dictionary and decided on lethal

a substitute for prevent." Heine, whose grandfather was Geruwan, is bigger

Ee is 35 years old, has dark skin and bushy heir.

then most Marshallese.
He is superintendent of the Marshall Island schools.

Heine probably 1s one of the best educated Marshallese. He is the
Heine started school in 1928

spokesmen between the people and Americens.
In 1936 he went to a mission

at ﬁhe Protestant Jesult Mission School.
When the Americans moved into the Marshalls during

junior high at Kusaile.

World Wer II he worked for the U.S. Navy as a guide and interpreter.
Between 1948 and 1950 he attended the University of Hawaii in Honolulu.
Last year he travelled for 3 months in New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji on a

i He told this

Beipe has a sense of humor end timing.
ajuro and spoke to the people.

UNESCO fellowship.
story of an american _Congressman who visited }
et e T
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He related: "I was interpreting. The Congressman threw his erms out and
seid we are a Christian people. You are a Christisn people. We want to

save the world from Communism. We éo not want you veople to slip behind

"

the Iron Curtain. Wren I said Iron Curtain the Marshallesze looized at

each and whispered Irom Curtain. Whet is that I was really stuck for
2xplaining 1t. The word Comnunism means nothins to the péople. I -ow
use the word Russies for Comrunism. "For instance durinz yourSuith ict
trizlz I'd say Russla explain that these >eople were tryins tc steel
sezxrets Trom fmerican 2nd zive them to Russia.”

Present with Heine and Anien were Kabuakabua; dlstrict judzs ani

, . a=~
uro SLhcll

precident of the Jeuse of Iroud, and Doro Srkabua, Quesn of the :
and weaver of the Fouse of Irou;. They zzve the impression that they wave
as concerned over the loss of land as they were ahout the hydrezen ezis.

Torotiy; Imbua, S55-rear-old mothar of % soms, is a dauzh

Y

R p-] A FR R I P 4 -
chilef of the Zikini peonla. ==

et

ne said that the Rilkinl peovls Zal laver

- PR Y : - Y

zen 2ald Jor the ILaroon. Laked how much she would estimate tha La.woon wes

et - . Yeep TS I TP ) .. Lo I K3 and ~ vl com . Mt AN

worth, Dorothy Kavua rezlizd 1a larsicllese., Zeine triad to xiwvs 2 Llitzoo il
—— . - -~ = H-- R K3 = 1 . . . ~ e - ST —
rexly. 3Lz sail, Iord esiinate. Iszlands Ziow coconuts, Lyead Trult. Tl

~

Jishi. The islandé home for birds. Money spent usc up zons.

TN

Lesnon tives many, wany vears life.” Dorothy Izbua weat to tie U.lN. lesh

ot

rear. She Iis a short stochky woman, wears xzlasses and at the time I Wag
telxint to her wus wearing = light priant dress. Asked cof her %rip to
Yew Tork she sail she went to a2 3-D movie. "It was a picture of e boat.
It loorzc like it was coming out on us. It bounced up and downm 30 auich T
% zeasick enc had o ledve," she related ani t
Zelne, wicse parents and zgrandpareats vere
3217 ™72 (iiarshallese) lilke ine anericans. We megisioned Tongres: with

. - - 1" L2 I et e - Sy
2,707 wimzs e uave you (U.3.) stay hece. If Tfedre or Is fruehtl uoraecs
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Itlon s2nt to the T.W. it is that it aizht
toomerang and hurt the trust territory people. "There wes a reason we
<id not have ‘mericans in oxn the petition. They are very nics. We Gid not
wént them to zet in trouble,"'he explained. Iater Feine came 4o xe aud gaiiz
"We want ir. (Maynard) Jeas (icting District Administrator) to be Districs
Administrator. If in any way our petition implies lack of confidsnce In
him or the Trust Territory uovernmeut say that it is not not so.” Zeize
s2id thet "Everyone (Americens in the lfarshalls) sympathize with us. Thsy
Telt 2 responsibility for whkat happened.” That is the concensus of what I
found in talking to the Americans on the island. Neas, in commentingz on
the accident, said: "I velieve officials of the nuclear tests should Leve
ziven adequate and timely information to the natives so they could rrotect
themselves. To my rnowledze this was not done."

20t L, Omis, nissionary for the imerican 3oard of Jommissionars

of Foreimm Mission, Soston, 1s on Majuro translating the Bible for the
deeply religious Marshallese. He made this comment on the petition: "I
think I approve it. Dwizht (Heine) is smart. It was a seasibls way 0
nencéle 1t zs it A1 not involve (U.3.) Government people. It will nelp
the peorle liere get national consciouszess.” Doctor Dunham Kirkham of
Avoca, Tew York, a former Army doctor and ncw the Trust Territory doctor

or the Marshall Islsnds, said of the incident: "It's tough on these
peozle. They seem a little distrustiul of our promises. They are thinking
of Zikini." Another Trust Territory official who asked that his nare not
be used said

"They're taking a damn dim view of being yenked from on=

island to another.” There seemed to be some concern amons the America:

[}

[y:]
e
ol

that %tliey too had been kent in the dark about the explosions. One wonman g

thet nearly every fnmerican received inquiries ebout their welfars after

O ;-—w.ﬂh'm

pobeetion

5000185 S s



announcement o the explosion. She said her son wrote:

"What's zoing on

out there? I don't want radio active parents.”
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Kwajalein Miy 30 (AP). The United States pulled all stops in giving -
aid to 236 Marshallese sprinkled by radicactive ash frem the March 1 hydrogen
test.

For nearly 10 days I have had a free hand at Kwajalein and Majuro in
talking to injured Marshallese, their leaders, military men and Joint 'fask
Force Seven personn®l which ran the hydregen tests this year.

There has been no pressure or coercion on myself or the pecple I
interviewed, All spoke frankly. Ijcame awﬁy with this opinion:

‘ The AEC, the Joint Task Force, the Trust Territory and the Kwajalein
Raval Air Station under command of Rear Admiral R, S, Clarke did a magnificent
Job' in meeting this unfcmqeen near tragedy.

The question arises why wesn't this possibility farseen. Actually
it was, and vas quickly detected. Two things centributed to the incident.
First, As AEC Chairman Lewis L. Strauss amncunced the ndatopatidn was larger
than expected.® It spread over a much wider area as result, Even this
would have caused no trouble but a sudden unforeseen shift in high altitude

winds c_arried it over three inhabited 1% islands,
Since the March 1 detonation, the AEC has announced two additional
tests, The AEC and Department of Defense amnounced on May 13 that the 1954

tests were concluded.

(more)
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(o mubsoquent shots in the test seriss no sigaificant fallout on inhabdte
srens oomurad, Zhe March 1 fallout nscesmitated ths evacuation of edghty-twno
Rangelap natives, who had the most sericus homs, 154 from Utirik and 28 U.d.
personngl fron Rongerik, Thare wvere no desths and nons of the pecple will
dis Sran the axpurisncs, s officer told mee Clmdmon got his first tip that
scasthing had gons cey fron weathesmsn on the night of March 1. The naxt dny
planes landed at longelsp snd Utirik and salentists dealded that matives and
xilltry personnal shauld be ewmousted immediztely, High apeed dootrqyer wont
Lito action and evacuated all the pecpls. The evacuation was ouplsted in two
daya and the affected pecpls wers on Dajalain receiving medioal sssistance.

Tp Taval Medical Resesrch Instituts ledical Tesxs were flown to Jwmjalel
fron Dethesds, Marylond, They arrived here &roh 8 The medioal unit roticre
to ths W from Dajalein early in My vhan it becums evident that all exposed
aatives and 35 parsannel would recover wdthout ssriocus congoquencos. Ths
‘naricans vare transferred to Tripler Arny Sogpdtal in Honolulu and sinoe ey
have beon retiyned to the UsS, to duty vith thelr parent crganimtion,

The decision to allow the Jtirik pecpls to retizn %o thoir island immedia
mmmwam;mhmmwmmnmm
made in April. A mavey party visited the two itolls, It omxisted o
reprosactatives from Jodnt Task Moros Seveny Commndar $n Qidef, Mcifio ulde
Hh Casxtagioner, Trust Teritay of Macific Illsxie; the itaxic Snarpy Coccis
Sognos Cortractors (Maloes & Trver) and the natiwe Magldtrates of (ongolap ¢

() B
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Tiirlte e Jidrk pegple will be furnished adequate wter and food
agpliss ty the U, S, Axr tho next year tho Rongelsp pocple will live on IJ
in he Mo Atolls Thay will lesve for tholr oew hooes the first week in
Junee

The AZC Gautractors bave construoted an entirely new village of 27 badl
Thare 1411 bo 16 hanes With an oversll aessmemat of 16 by 32 There will
be a 'sss Iall, Cook Ghiomk, Doathouss, Scheol and Jspensary, fozr latrines
axd G0 Dath Lounes axd & 10,000 gallon water stormge syotem. Thames L.
Zuxisan, ASC resident Englooar and Rrscml Representative of Clarksan, vis
Sj1t Ath i Fo madd the netives wAll bs parmitted %o divids the hocos 4o -
woo ite Hstarials and tools for setting W rocas vill bo left for this )

e xigelspy matives will be retizned to thalr hoews as socn as posaihls
amxi thay Wwill be Sanished, 22 4n e caoe o tis TWi: raudtwee, witer und
Jood synlien. irorionns irn the e Zalt & purvoncd respoosdidlity Sor tho
natives lraucht tc Majaleir, Thay shouersd them with kiuiumgte (¥Ge daris
vle of the ocemnding afficer, =llied Wives & aval parsorawl i1 a clothi:
drive for the metive wmm en! llden, Ackuelly ot a ratisn like Dajalel
20 ons bes srplun clothes, brt 1T3. Gl and the otiar &ves Jatacod o
than ‘encuch far the ophallons. B0 @0 asind them 40 &b ite Tho uved was
thare and they tacdiad tho jube A33 the milwe T iavo talisd to lave beun
apintic that thetr troctnt tao boen (e teste Ty all sy therw bas Loer
sufficignt medionl cere, housing, clotidng and Zoode The [arsbaliscs medical
aldo on Rangalap volurtesred this during an intervieve I ot to thani the
dngrdlonn peonlo for the cadck aedioal axe.
5000709 0 TNl Jnplip gup st wek ectertaiod ;2
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Thay ild mtive donoes, gang *ifvty thedr native songs and showared 'To.
Clarizs \dzh 2otdve Jexdr. " |

That the madix) cxre w3 scooamafnl wes dawnstrated % ms Iy the pog
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